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“Fourth-Generation Rights in the Digital Era: Challenges of the
Lebanese Constitution and the Role of the Constitutional Court in Their
Protection”

Researcher:

Dr. Maysa Othman

Abstract:

The contemporary era has witnessed significant digital developments and transformations that have led to the emergence of
a new category of human rights known as fourth-generation rights. These rights primarily include digital rights related to the
protection of privacy and personal data in the digital age. Such transformations have imposed serious legal challenges on
traditional legal systems that were established prior to these rapid technological advancements and their profound impact on
fundamental rights and public freedoms. In this context, this research aims to examine the theoretical and legal framework
of fourth-generation rights and to analyze the extent to which existing constitutional and legislative texts are capable of
providing effective protection for digital rights, particularly the right to privacy and the protection of personal data. The study
places special emphasis on the role of constitutional judiciary in safeguarding these rights. It also seeks to highlight the
existing gap between technological development on the one hand and the response of the national legislator on the other. The
research adopts an analytical and comparative approach by examining relevant Lebanese legal texts and comparing them
with international standards and conventions governing the protection of digital rights. In addition, the study analyzes
selected comparative experiences and constitutional jurisprudence issued by constitutional courts in Germany and France.

The findings of the research reveal that the legal protection of fourth-generation rights suffers from clear legislative
shortcomings at both the constitutional and ordinary legal levels. These shortcomings are manifested in the absence of explicit
constitutional recognition of digital rights, the weakness of legal frameworks regulating the protection of personal data, and
the limited role of the Lebanese Constitutional Council in keeping pace with digital transformations. The research further
emphasizes that such deficiencies negatively affect the guarantee of rights and freedoms within the digital sphere.

In conclusion, the research proposes a set of recommendations aimed at updating Lebanese legislation, strengthening
constitutional protection for digital rights, and adopting a comprehensive legal approach aligned with the requirements of
the digital age, in a manner that achieves an effective balance between technological development and the protection of
human rights.

Keywords: Fourth Generation, Digital Rights, Privacy, Personal Data, Digital Age,
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